
Guide to buying a Hobie 18  

By Aaron Sault 

When looking for a Hobie 18 consider the following along with tips and tricks to set you boat up easily. 

I have made this list as these are all areas I check and evaluate against price of the boat, the cost and 

effort to repair or make good before I use the boat.  

What year was the boat built? 1983 and older will be quite heavy due to the type of resin used and 

that the foam core difference that led to water-logging of the hulls. See the hull numbers on the 

transoms to determine build year, these are either etched with engraving tool or have a dymo label 

imprint.  

1 Hulls 

1.1 Check for soft spots on the decks, usually around just in front of the front beam and also 

between the beams where the crew sit.   

1.2 Check to see if there have been any indentations in the sides of the hulls from capsizing and 

the way crew positions themselves to right the boat, there could also be soft spots from cracked 

foam.  The boats are designed to have weight on the keel, not on the side of the hulls. 

1.3 What kind of non-skid surface does the boat have on the side rails of the hulls? Carpet kits get 

to be a mess if they are exposed to sun over a long period of time. Super high density EVA 

foam is best (125kg compression rating) these will last for a very long time. The effort and time 

to clean this up and replace can take 2 hours preparation work per hull. 

1.4 Hatch covers and fittings should all be sealed well. Replacement hatch kits cost approximately 

$40 per hatch and if they look faded and brittle, best replace them both. Check for stress cracks 

around those fittings, most should be superficial surface cracks but check them anyway. 

1.5 Transoms have a tendency to get chipped on the top gunnel from rudder castings hitting. 

Check that there is no cracks causing water leaks there, these are easily fixable through a little 

resin and gelcoat and then use 1.5mm EVA foam to glue to the castings to prevent this damage 

from recurring.  Check around the gudgeons for any hull swelling.  This is usually caused as a 

result of how the gudgeons are fixed to the hulls at the time of manufacture.  The foam is 

replaced with timber where the gudgeons are screwed to the transom.  The screws loosen over 

time; water gets in, the wood swells and cracks the transom.  This can be fixed, but is best to 

use a professional to do this and may cost approximately $300 to repair both sides. 

1.6 Centreboard casings get cracks around the forward edge from heavy handling of boards.  

Check for cracks or holes and fill and sand with gelcoat.  Check down inside the centreboard 

casings for any cracks/holes inside.  They are painful to repair and if there are cracks, get them 

professionally fixed.  Don’t try it yourself, you will only create more dramas for yourself and the 

boat will leak like a sieve.  

1.7 Look underneath the hulls to see if there is a lot of beach wear. If you can see the hull beneath 

the gelcoat paint, that is okay. Of you can see fiberglass coming through the brown hull resin, 

the boat will need a $300 bottom job and do it before you go sailing,  if water gets to the foam it 

will cause more damage. 



2 Spars 

2.1 The mast should be straight, all fittings in existence. Check for corrosion around the fittings on 

the base of the mast usually around the rivet holes.  These may all require drilling out, cleaning 

the corrosion off and reattaching the fittings with a preserving compound (like Duralac). 

2.2 Black anodised masts and silver anodised have very little difference, the silver is slightly lighter 

and more flexible, but the performance difference is negligible. Scratches etc. can be painted 

with a satin epoxy enamel metal spray that will harden and touch up those parts to look new 

again.  

2.3 Rotation spanner bolts need to be checked to ensure that the bolt hasn’t corroded or bent 

through constant use.  If it has, buy a new one. Don’t risk it. 

2.4 Boom and fittings should be checked for all working parts, corrosion is also prevalent around 

end caps and boom hangers. Check it drill them out and replace with Duralac protection 

including end-caps. Make sure you check that the outhaul system is working; it may need new 

Teflon bearings.  A neat trick is to wrap sticky-back 1mm neoprene around the boom where the 

boom hangers go; it not only helps prevent corrosion but also is precisely where the boom rests 

on the back beam when not attached to the clew of the sail. It stops scratching the beam and or 

the boom. When attaching the boom hanger, make sure it’s not pulling too far aft; it will cause 

the traveller to pop out of the track. Also only rivet the 2 holes (either side) closest to the 

trampoline and leave the other 2 until after you have rigged the boat and attached the 

mainsheet, it will then swivel slightly to the correct angle so that all rivets are taking the load of 

the mainsheet and won’t cause twisting or deform the boom hanger. 

2.5 Beams are vital.  Check that the beams don’t have dents in load bearing locations, small ones 

are ok but anything that will eventually crease will cause your boat to be destroyed in any 

decent wind over time. If there are any cracks, tack the beam off, get it professionally fixed.  

Rear beams are like hens teeth, and they generally crack first, look underneath the rear beam 

at the edge of the inside hull, that where they will crack first. 

2.6 Check the traveller deadeye (stainless steel triangle) on the back beam is secured and not 

moving. Check around the rivet holes underneath for corrosion and possible cracks. 

2.7 Check the front beam at the dolphin striker post.  Ensure the mast base is securely mounted to 

the beam and no lifting, re-rivet if necessary. Check the mast bearing. If it’s worn, it may need a 

new one to stop the mast rubbing metal on metal. Neat trick is to remove the mast bearing 

screw, washer and bearing. Buy the H16 Teflon mast base chip, drill a hole dead centre and 

put it over the screw thread and then refit the bearing, washer and screw. It will lift the mast 

bearing by 2mm and that’s all it needs. 

2.8 Trampoline tracks if not secured properly will do 2 things: cause the boat to leak and cause 

your trampoline to pull-out from the hull.  Check the rivets, if any lose replace them (ideally with 

countersunk nuts and bolts with a small 3/16
th
 washer and silicon under the gunnel to prevent 

water coming in through the holes. These can also be sprayed (make sure you mask up 

everywhere around it first). 

2.9 Check diamond wires and turn buckles for working order.  Rarely will the wire ever be an issue 

but turn buckles do cease if not lubed regularly. If it’s ceased, lube with oil and slowly work it 

back and forth with vice grips and a shifter on the swage of the wire.  Don’t force it, you will 

snap it.  This is a patience job 

 



3 Rudders and Boards 

3.1 Check the blades, make sure that the trailing edges are still straight and don’t have chunks out 

from poor/miss use. Check the tips for contour, many novices run their boats over rocks or 

worse don’t tie rudders down on the trailer and eventually wear the tips off.   

3.2 Check the pivot holes on the rudders aren’t too worn as slack in the pivot holes will cause 

weather helm and make the boat difficult to steer. If you need to refill and redrill, use a strong 

waterproof epoxy (Aqua Knead works well) when redrilling, use 1 size smaller than the bolts in 

the casting and screw them through, this will keep the rudders firm and tight 

3.3 Put the rudders down and check cams in the rudder castings. Make sure they lock and stay 

seated correctly between top casting and bottom casting. Rudder rake is important for good 

helm. They should be 23mm under the boat when putting a straight line down the transom to 

the tip of the rudder blade. Any further will lead to Lee Helm, any further back will increase 

weather helm 

3.4 Check the castings for cracks. Any cracks will cause them to snap, the cast aluminium is 

difficult to weld and consider the inside needs to remain flush.  

3.5 Check the cam springs for function. They should allow rudders to kick under load to prevent 

snapping blades if you hit something. There are 2 different types of castings; the new have 

plastic cams that roll, the older have a metal spring loaded lever.  Both work well and the 

differences don’t provide any advantage in sailing. 

3.6 Check if there is any rocking/movement between the casting and the rudder pins.  The casting 

may need new bushes to keep it firm 

3.7 Check toe in toe out of the rudders in the down position.  Not that it’s an issue in the buying 

decision but it’s another job you may need to do before sailing it.  

 



4 Rigging 

4.1 Check all the side stays and forestays for any corrosion around swages.  If there are just 2 

broken strands at either end of any wire, don’t risk it. Buy a whole new full set.  The 

consequences of masts falling are not just huge repair bills but also personal injury.  It’s not 

worth the risk if you just do the one damaged wire. Make sure chain plates aren’t bent or 

cracked  

4.2 Check the plastic coating along the wires, get a cloth with soap or acetone and run along the 

entire length of every wire, any lumps and bumps need to be carefully checked, there may be 

hidden corrosion see above for replacement suggestions. 

4.3 Check the bridle wires for the same 

4.4 Check trapeze wires, the ropes used to attach trapeze handles, the rope locks and lift the 

handles to check around the swages for any broken strands of wire. There are generally 2 

types of trapeze handles: stainless steel dog bones and plastic covered wire handles.  Neat 

trick:  If they are dog bones, tie the trapeze rope with a small bowline around one end of the 

dog bone ring so it swivels to use either top ring or bottom ring. If they are the wire handle 

types, tie a not at the very end of the rope and make it tight and then tie a clove hitch around 

the handle so it never swivels. The wire handles will eventually break if they don’t pull from the 

centre top of the handle. 

4.5 Check the furler, is it working, does it turn easily without much force. If it doesn’t, buy a furler 

tune up kit from Hobie and replace the parts. Check the “Yoke” of the furler. That is the 

stainless steel part that wraps around the furler that the bridles attach to, these crack of years 

of use.  If that snaps completely, rig down (see 4.1 above) 

4.6 Check mainsheet blocks for ratchet working, all pulleys running smoothly, cleat works etc.  If it 

doesn’t, it will make it harder to sail. So fix it.  Neat trick is that if it’s in good order, leave it to 

soak (with the mainsheet still on it, in hot soapy water,  rinse it well and make sure the dirt/sand 

has come away from the blocks.  Unthread the mainsheet ropes so you are left with just the top 

block and bottom block.  Put them in a small buck and leave to soak for a couple of days in 

Armour All extreme type shine liquid or some other silicon based protector.  This will lube and 

protect and restore any UV damage to the blocks. 

4.7 Do the same to the jib blocks and check ratchet and cleats are working also. 

4.8 Soak the jib sheets, get them clean (hot soapy water 

4.9 Check the traveller car. Make sure the slugs/balls that are used to slide inside the back beam 

are not worn down and have any chunks out of them. If they do, replace them as you will 

eventually tip the day you need to use it and it just won’t slide. Check the cotter pin that passes 

through both pins on the traveller, make sur it in properly and that the pins don’t move, if pins 

slide forward even 1mm inside the traveller, it will rub on the traveller track inside the beam, 

cause scratching which will eat away your traveller slugs and balls more quickly than they 

should. 

4.10 Run your fingers along inside the traveller of the back beam, feel for any sharp or lumps inside.  

Lightly sand with 1200 wet and dry if necessary. DON’T FILE INSIDE, this will make matters 

worse.  Only lubricate with silicon spray like Harken McLube 

4.11 Check the trampoline for tears and foot straps. Make sure you can see it not deforming under 

weight of crew.  There are 3 different trampolines that were generally supplied by Hobiecat. 

The original was thick heavy grade canvas, the second was heat welded vinyl and the last is 

vinyl mesh.  All last about the same amount of time if cared for.  That is about 8 years. 



4.12 Make sure the tramp is done up tight using all the eyelets.  This will. Stop ropes falling through 

whilst sailing and in small waves/chop, won’t cause the crew to be sagging onto those which 

ends up with a bouncy ride 

4.13 Replace all the shock cord around the boat.  It’s cheap and you only need 1 roll of 4mm nylon 

covered shock cord (16-20 a roll for 20 metres).  That is trapeze shock cord, centreboard 

tension (for when in the up position and from the front of the mast (just above the boom mount) 

to each corner of the dolphin striker on the inside of the hulls (stop jib sheet being caught on 

rotation spanner) 

4.14 Look at the tiller extension. Make sure connectors are attached and working and that it’s long 

enough (generally reaches from the tiller cross bar to just in front of the front beam) and is 

straight.  

4.15 Check the mainsail halyard and halyard ring and halyard hook are all working (sheaves in mast 

head and mast base are working 

4.16 Check to make sure mainsail Cunningham rope is long-enough and no worn areas where it will 

snap. That 5mm piece of rope holds about 300 kilos of strain at times so make sure its good 

quality like a spectra core nylon sleave rope. 

 



5 Sails 

5.1 Get the sails out, unroll them completely, and look for tears. Tears or wear marks on mainsail 

batten pockets is usual over time, buy some sticky back sail cloth and cut to length (curving the 

corners so that it has less chance of getting caught and peeling off) and stick over the ear 

marks 

5.2 Check mainsail headboard for eyelet wear and that stainless sleave is intact. 

5.3 Check the clew plate for bends or broken holes. If it’s bent, take the sale to a sale maker and 

have a new plate installed. 

5.4 Check the Cunningham eye and any bolt rope gathering.  Bolt ropes shrink and sail cloth 

expands. You may need to unpick the sticking through the sail on the bolt rope in the bottom 

100mm to allow the bolt rope to slide up inside the sail.  Only do this to the stitching THROUGH 

the bolt rope not the stitching next to the bolt rope on the sail. 

5.5 Check the mainsail Cunningham (downhaul) blocks make sure they are working; make sure the 

method of securing those to the Cunningham eye on the mainsail.  

5.6 Check the jib clew, tack and head.  Check the zipper is working. Neat trick: If the zipper tag is 

broken and there is nothing to grab on to, put a 3mm wide zip tie through and make a small 

loop and cut the excess zip tie off. If the zipper isn’t running use hot water and soap to remove 

corrosion, also lube it with silicon spray. 

6 Trailer 

6.1 Check that its registered 

6.2 Check for rust 

6.3 Check tyre and suspension springs 

6.4 Check that lights are working 

6.5 Check that cradles/rollers are not causing damage to the hulls. Make sure mast posts are 

secure and the rear mast post is easily removable.  

6.6 Check the trailer box (if it has one) is not going to fall off. If there is no trailer box consider 

buying one they are about $500 and make it much easier to transport sails, boom, 

centreboards tiller extension etc. 

6.7 You must also get from the owner a "BILL OF SALE" which is a standard document required to 

transfer registration. Get the signed registration papers and register within 14 days to avoid 

penalties from roads authority. 

 

 



7 Final Steps 

7.1 Check for leaks.  With hatch covers secure and bung out force constant (light pressure into the 

hulls using a compressor.  Use very very soapy water over the gunnels and beams and fittings 

(including the hatches and underneath gunnels where tramp track is mounted and look and 

listen for bubbles.  Seal them!!!  It’s not hard and makes the boat easier to sail and helps make 

your boat last longer. 

 

There are other things to check over and there is no way we can cover them all in this 

article. If you use this as a fundamental guide and some common sense, you can make a 

good purchase! Good luck and enjoy the Hobie way of life……. 

Aaron Sault 

 

 


